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GCSE(9-1) Art and Design 2016 
New Specification  

The following sequence shows the 2018 standard live work 
samples in merit order for each component (10 samples 

for component 1 (Personal Portfolio - legacy specification) 
and 10 samples for component 2 (ESA title ‘Beginning 

and/or End – legacy specification). Each sample shows a 
selection of images that exemplifies the salient 

characteristics of the standard mark. 
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Component 1 Photography 



4 Standard mark = 62  
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 Standard mark = 62  
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Standard mark = 62  
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Component 2 Photography 
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 Standard mark = 53 
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 Standard mark = 53 
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Component 2 Photography 
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 Standard mark = 41 
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Component 2 Photography 
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 Standard mark = 39 
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 Standard mark = 39 
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Component 2 Photography 
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 Standard mark = 24 
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E9 report example

Thank you for hosting the moderation this year.

The sole purpose of this report is to comment on the accuracy of your assessment and how the requirements of the centre guidance document have been applied.
The  moderation  process  compared  your  centre’s  assessment  decisions  in  each  Assessment  Objective  to  the  national  standards  for  GCSE  Art  and  Design.  It  is
essential that centres are internally standardised across different titles and components prior to the moderation visit to ensure consistent accuracy of assessment.

The work was presented in a way that facilitated the moderation process.  All paper work was correct. Mark submission was completed accurately. The sample 
candidates were clearly labelled.

Component 1 Assessment

The Art Craft and Design, Photography and Textile Design submission had been significantly leniently marked particularly in Objectives 3 and  4.  This was evident 
across all performance levels.  Typically, work would have been more accurately described by referring to the performance level descriptors one
level below.

Candidate’s submissions across all titles did not show the necessary command of recording and visual  language to achieve the marks awarded by the centre,
when compared to the national standard.

Component 2 Assessment

The Art Craft and Design, Photography and Textile Design submission had been significantly leniently marked particularly in Objectives 3 and 4. This was evident 
across all performance levels.  Typically, work would have been more accurately described by referring to the performance level descriptors one
level below.

Candidate’s submissions across all titles did not show the necessary  command of recording and visual language to achieve the marks awarded by the centre,
when compared to the national standard.

Conclusion

Support is available to aid your assessment decisions.  Exemplar work across different performance levels and titles will facilitate your understanding of the 
national standards. The Principal Moderator report highlights issues affecting the assessment pertinent to this year’s examination series. The centre may also
find it helpful to take advantage of the training provided by Pearson Edexcel on assessment procedures.  For information about Pearson Edexcel training please 
go to http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/training-from-pearson-uk.html?stp1=9&stp1Name=GCSE&stp2=119&stp2Name=Art%20%26%20Design



79 

Pearson - GCSE Art and Design 2016 - Assessment Taxonomy 

How to use the Taxonomy in conjunction with Assessment Grid 
The first stage is to decide in which performance level the candidate’s work should be placed. When assessing work for each component, teachers should make a holistic judgement using the 
descriptors in the taxonomy, to establish which performance level matches most closely the candidate’s work. The candidate should be placed in the performance level that best exemplifies the 
characteristics of their work. Candidate’s work that falls between two performance levels must achieve all the keyword descriptors in the lower level and some in the level above. Where this happens, 
teachers must use their professional judgement to decide which performance level is most appropriate using a ‘best-fit’ approach. 

After a performance level has been established, the next stage is to use the assessment grid to decide a mark within the performance level. Read the ‘Instructions for use’ which accompanies the 
assessment grid prior to establishing a mark for each assessment objective and total mark.  
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Level 6 
EXCEPTIONAL 

Consider the 
keyword 
descriptors to 
the right 
carefully. 

Has the 
candidate 
achieved all, 
most or some 
of the 
descriptors? 
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Accomplished 
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