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Words to use when annotating - formal elements.
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Bold
Pure
Murky
Strong.
Radiant
Cold
Dark

Dull
Gloomy
Luminous
vibrant
Vivid

Intense
Contrasting
Deep
Warm

Cool
Neutral
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Saturated
Muted
Contrasting

Dark
Crisp
Smooth
Harsh
Contrasting
Intense

Free
Confident
Rounded
Dynamic
Organic
Rough
Flowing
Bold

Feint
Powerful
Strong.
Geometric
Angular
Light
Delicate
Fragile
Dynamic
Expressive
Gestural

Primary, Secondary, Tertiary, Analogous, Complimentary, Harmonious
Opaque, translucent, transparent,
Wash
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landscape, portrait, people, sil, animals, refgious,
historic

+foreground / background

~time of day,season

+place or setting /
«abstract / realistic
*horizontal / vertical

~old vs. modern/historic vs. contemporary
~action - what is going on?

“story?

side or outside

Contextual Examination
+When and where was the Art done!

+What did the artist said about this piece of work!
What did other critiques or artists say about
*Was there anything happening in the artists Iife or in
the society or the greater world around them that
may have influenced their work!

ORK

line: strong, dominant, thin, directional, broken,
outline, structural, curved

~colour and value: warm, cool,light, dark, solid,
transparent, bight, dull, monochromatic, realstic or
abstract

~texture: smooth, rough, coarse, soft

+space: perspective, foreground, middle ground,
background, point of view

~form: 2D vs 3D form on flat surface, sculptural form
“contrast, emphasis, rhythm, pattern, movement,
balance, unity, repetition

+How do the elements and principles of design work
together?

+How does the artist use the elements / principles to
get your attention?

“composition

+The artwork is about...
It makes me think abou
«The artist is saying...
+Mood and feeling: calm, violent, sad, oyful, angry,
hopeful, scared etc

“The artists wants you to see
+The artist wants you to think about...
+The artwork reminds me of...

| wan to know.
If 1 could ask the artist 2 question, | would ask..

+The best part of the work is..
+The strengths of the work are.
+The weaknesses of the work are...

«The artist communicates ideas by.

“llearned...

llike__because.

| dislike __because...

| would(n) choose to hang this work in my room
because...

+Other people should study this work becaust

«symbols «This work has survived the test of time becaust
+metaphors “Why do different people see and understand artwork
*meaning differently?
“context
erelationships between all the individual parts of the
work
*“What do you think the artwork means?
Evaluation

Have your perceptions/f

g5 about this work changed since you started critiquing it If so, how?
Does the work exhibit a high degree of technical, compositional and/or conceptual skill!

Do you think this is an effective piece of work! Whylwhy not and what criteria do you base your answer on?

(your answer could involve, skill, processes, expressive power, beauty and other qualties found in the work)





