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CURRICULUM OVERVIEW – GEOGRAPHY
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During the first term of Year 7 students will be delving into the fascinating world of Population in Geography. This unit begins with an exploration of the basics of population dynamics, including patterns of growth, distribution, and density. It then delves into the factors that influence population change and distribution, as well as the impact of population on the environment. Key areas of study are as follows:
1. What factors drive changes in population numbers and demographics over time?
2. Why is the distribution of human populations not even across the world, and what factors influence this distribution?
3. What are the drivers of urbanisation, and how does the growth of cities create both challenges and opportunities?
4. What are the causes of migration, and what are the social, economic, and environmental impacts of migration on both origin and destination regions?
5. What are the consequences of overpopulation and underpopulation and how can these challenges be addressed?
Students will engage with this topic through a variety of activities, including group discussions, data analysis, case studies, and research projects. They will apply their knowledge to real-world scenarios.

	
	
During term 2 of year 7 students will embark on a captivating journey into the realm of Map Skills. This unit serves as a fundamental foundation for understanding the world through maps, charts, and geographic data. Students will learn how to read, interpret, and create various types of maps, developing crucial spatial awareness and navigation abilities. Key areas of study are as follows:
1. What types of maps exist, and how do they serve different purposes in geography and navigation?
2. How can we effectively decode map symbols, keys, and legends to extract meaningful information from maps?
3. What methods are available for accurately measuring distances using map scales?
4. How do compass points on maps assist us in practical navigation, and what are their applications?
5. How do contour lines on maps provide insight into elevation and terrain features, and how can we use this information?
6. What are the key techniques involved in map reading, including the use of 4 and 6 figure grid references?
Students will actively engage with this topic through hands-on activities. They will have opportunities to apply their map skills to real-world scenarios, enhancing their spatial problem-solving abilities.

	
	
During the final term of Year 7 Geography students will be studying Rivers. This unit begins with a focus on Physical Geography and considers the hydrological cycle, physical river processes and their resulting landforms. The unit then continues with a more human focus on the management of rivers and their use for populations surrounding them. Key areas of study are as follows: 
 
1. How does water move through the hydrological cycle? 
2. What are the processes at work along a river? 
3. How are different landforms created along a river? 
4. The cause and impact of flooding in different locations. 
5. What is a delta and how is it formed? 
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Students will be assessed by exam questions surrounding the formation of a waterfall, key word quizzes and a decision-making exercise about flood defenses. They will also complete one more traditional exam at the end of the Rivers unit.   





	
	
Assessment in this unit will include assignments on population distribution, research projects on migration patterns and mini quizzes on key concepts. The unit will culminate in a comprehensive exam that assesses students' understanding of the various aspects of Population Geography studied throughout the term.

	

	
Assessment in this unit will include map-reading exercises, quizzes on key map concepts, and a possible project where students will create their own maps to showcase their acquired map skills. The unit will conclude with an  exam to evaluate students' proficiency in map skills and their ability to apply them to geographic scenarios
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