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CURRICULUM OVERVIEW – Year 10 GCSE Music
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	INTRODUCTION TO GCSE: SOLO PERFORMING & APPRAISING SKILLS
	
	DEVELOPING MUSICIANSHIP: ENSEMBLE SKILLS AND COMPOSING
	
	PRACTICAL COURSEWORK SUBMISSIONS & APPRAISING EXAMINATION

	
Component 1 Performing
As part of the course introduction, students will study exemplar performances and familiarise themselves with assessment criteria for solo performance coursework. Students will build a practise schedule and work with their instrument/vocal specialist tutor to choose suitable repertoire for their practical coursework in solo performing.

Component 2 Composing
Students will be taught methods in compose their own musical ideas in a variety of musical styles, building on prior learning at Key Stage 3. Students are required to record and safely store their work for further development in Term 2.

Component 3 Appraising Music


Starting with Area of Study 3 Music for Stage and Screen, the set works Defying Gravity and the themes from Star wars will be analysed in preparation for the listening examination in appraising music.

	
	
	
Component 1 Performing
While students will continue to practise and improve their solo performing skills in their use of musical elements, techniques and resources to interpret and communicate musical ideas with technical control and expression. Students will also explore options as group performers and prepare for recording their group performance coursework. 

Component 2 Composing
Students will continue to develop their composition material from Term 1 to realise their first complete composition draft for formal assessment. This is a free choice composition where students can choose to write a piece of music or song in a style of their choosing.

Component 3 Appraising Music
The Area of Study Instrumental Music 1700–1820 will form the basis of studies in appraising music for the component in Term 2. Students will study J.S. Bach’s Brandenburg Concerto no.5 in D major, mvt III and Piano Sonata no.8 in C minor ‘Pathétique’, mvt I by L. van Beethoven followed by wider listening.
	
	
Component 1 Performing
After completing two performance recordings, students will be given the opportunity to improve their work in Term 3. Students will be advised on how to maximise their marks for the performance coursework ready for submission in Year 11.

Component 2 Composing
Completing the free composition will be a major focus for Term 3; students will improve their composition pieces using feedback from the draft submitted in Term 2 and completing the piece in advance of entering Year 11 (where attention will be on completing the second piece of composition coursework set by the exam board).

Component 3 Appraising Music
Starting with the song Killer Queen by British rock band Queen, students will learn about the set works for Area of Study 2 Vocal Music. This will be followed by Henry Purcell’s Music for a While and wider listening.
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	ASSESSMENT
	
	ASSESSMENT

	
Following the Edexcel GCSE Music assessment criteria, students will be assessed in all three components of the course outlined below.

Component 1 Performing - solo
A minimum of one solo performance recording will be undertaken as part of the practical coursework requirements. The recording will be formally assessed using Edexcel GCSE criteria.

Component 2 Composing
Composition work will be formatively assessed as part of a range of practical activities undertaken in lessons and as homework. 

Component 3 Appraising Music
Students will be assessed using methods such as exam-style questions, past papers, quizzes and written tasks. Students will be tested on their knowledge and understanding of the set works covered in class alongside theoretical concepts and musical terminology.



	
	
Students will continued to be assessed in all three components outlined below.

Component 1 Performing – ensemble
All students will make one ensemble performance recording where they must also pay attention to balance and the reaction and adjustment to other parts in a musical ensemble as well as accuracy and technical proficiency. The recording will be formally assessed using Edexcel GCSE criteria.

Component 2 Composing
Progress on the free composition will continue to be formatively assessed throughout Term 2 with the first draft assessed using Edexcel GCSE criteria.

Component 3 Appraising Music
Students will continue to be assessed using a range of testing methods and formative assessments. Students will be tested on their knowledge and understanding of the set works covered and related theoretical concepts and musical terminology.

	
	
Students will continued to be assessed in all three components outlined below.

Component 1 Performing – solo and ensemble
All students will have the opportunity to improve their performance coursework submission and be assessed according to the Edexcel GCSE criteria.

Component 2 Composing
The first composition will be completed and formally assessed using Edexcel GCSE criteria before the end of Term 3.

Component 3 Appraising Music
Students will sit a mock examination in Component 3 Appraising Music as part of the Year 10 exam schedule. Set works, musical dictation and wider listening (unfamiliar listening) studied in lessons through the course of Year 10 will be examined and assessed. 
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