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	Year 10 History tracker (Paper 2 Superpowers)



Grade boundaries 2023		9=82% - 8=73% - 7=66% - 6=59% - 5=52% - 4=45% - 3=34%	
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	Unit
	6 A world divided: superpower relations, 1943–72

	1 Reasons for the Cold War
	Know and understand…
⃝Long-term rivalry between the Soviet Union and the West and the ideological differences between Communism and Capitalism. 
⃝Tensions and disagreements during the Second World War including the Key features of the conferences at Tehran, Yalta and Potsdam. 
⃝ The Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. 
⃝ The attitudes of Truman and Stalin.

	2 Early developments in the Cold War 1945–49
	Know and understand…
⃝ Soviet expansion in Eastern Europe. 
⃝ Churchill and the ‘iron curtain’. 
⃝ The Truman Doctrine and the Marshall Plan Vs Cominform and Comecon. 
⃝ Disagreements over Germany including Bizonia. 
⃝ Causes, events and results of the Berlin Crisis (1948–49), including the setting up of NATO and the creation of two Germanys: the Federal Republic (FRG) and the Democratic Republic (GDR).

	3. The Cold War in the 1950s
	Know and understand…
⃝ The impact of the Korean War 
⃝ The formation of the Warsaw Pact. 
⃝ Khrushchev and peaceful co-existence. 
⃝ The impact of Soviet rule on Hungary, Rakosi, de-Stalinisation, Nagy and his demands. Reasons for the Soviet invasion of Hungary, its effects and the international reaction. 
⃝ The nuclear arms race and its impact on superpower relations

	4 Three crises: Berlin, Cuba and Czechoslovakia
	Know and understand…
⃝ The U2 incident (1960) and its effects on the Paris Summit Conference. 
⃝ Reasons for the construction of the Berlin Wall in 1961, including the refugee problem. 
⃝ The effects of the Berlin Wall on relations between East and West Germany and between the Superpowers. 
⃝ The Bay of Pigs invasion, the causes and key events of the Cuban Missile Crisis and the reasons for its outcome. 
⃝ The Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia – its causes, events, and impact, including the Brezhnev Doctrine.

	5 The Thaw and moves towards Détente, 1963–72
	Know and understand…
⃝ The thaw: ‘Hotline’, Test Ban Treaty, Outer Space Treaty and Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty. 
⃝ Reasons for Détente. SALT talks and treaty. 
⃝ The extent of Détente in 1972.
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6 A world divided: superpower relations, 1943-72
Study Extract F.

Extract F: From A History of the USA, published in 1980.

On 31 October 1956, Nagy announced that Hungary was leaving the Warsaw Pact.
Russian tanks crushed the Hungarian rebels. America had encouraged the Hungarian
uprising. However, President Eisenhower did not even consider giving military
support to the Hungarians. Even if there had not been the Suez Crisis, he would not
have intervened. Under no circumstances would Eisenhower risk the outbreak of
World War Ill for Eastern Europe. Liberation, the idea that the USA would fight for
freedom, was just an empty word. However deep Eisenhower’s hatred of communism
was, his fear of nuclear war was deeper.

(a) What impression does the author give about US support for the Hungarian
uprising of 19567

You must use Extract F to explain your answer.

(b) Explain two effects of the Berlin Crisis of 1948-49 on superpower relations.
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EITHER

(©) (i) ‘The main reason for worsening relations between the USA and the Soviet
Union in the years 1945-47 was Soviet expansion in Eastern Europe!

How far do you agree? Explain your answer.

You may use the following in your answer:

« Soviet expansion
« US policy of containment.

You must also use information of your own.

OR

(i) ‘The building of the Berlin Wall was the most serious crisis between the USA
and the Soviet Union in the years 1960-68.

How far do you agree? Explain your answer.

You may use the following in your answer:

+ the building of the Berlin Wall (1961)
+ the Cuban Missiles Crisis (1962).

You must also use information of your own.

(Total for Question 6 = 30 marks)





